History Detective
It’s hard to believe that the year 2016 is
almost at an end. Apologies for the dearth
of newsletters. I had to write a long book
in a short amount of time. The book is
discussed below.
I also went to America in August to
speak at the Federation of Genealogical
Societies conference in Springfield, Illinois
– an amazing experience. Thanks to Paul
Milner for organising to have me on the
program.
In the small window of time between
finishing the initial draft of the manuscript,
going on a cruise and going to America, I updated Writing Interesting Family
Histories and wrote a companion volume, Writing and Publishing Gripping
Family Histories. Information about these two publications is found on
page three.
Meanwhile, I decided to hold off starting book seven – another fascinating
crime story offered to me by Richard Walsh – until next year because of
desperately needed house renovations. So when Malcolm Sainty offered
me some work for the Biographical Database of Australia, I decided to do
the work between designing, ordering, clearing out and painting. I discuss
the BDA project on page two.
Meanwhile, all the best for the rest of 2016 and the new year. I will be in
touch again in March next year.

The Fabulous Flying Mrs Miller:
an Australian’s tale of adventure, danger,
romance and murder
Bored 1920s Australian housewife discovers the joys of flying and
seeks fame and fortune as an international aviator ... until she finds
herself the world’s most notorious scarlet woman and a central
player in a sensational Miami murder trial.
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The three most
common expressions
in aviation are:
‘Where am I?’,
‘Why is it doing that?’
and
‘Oh crap!’
Anonymous

That’s the elevator pitch for my latest book. What a story! I can’t believe it’s
nearly finished. In ten months, I researched, wrote and polished 175,000
words. Then I had to cut it and continue polishing. Fortunately, with the
many edits it went through in the following six months, it ended up only
109,000 words, a much more manageable size (a pity about those 66,000
words that were researched, written and deleted).
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The Fabulous Flying Mrs Miller (continued)
Yesterday we spent two hours finalising the sixteen pages of pictures. Over the next
couple of weeks we will work on the blurb – groan! – and captions for the pictures – more
groans. So hard! Then it goes to the printers on 9 January.
Excitingly, Allen & Unwin has decided to publish it as a Mother’s Day book. So it comes
out on 1 April 2017. In my next newsletter, in March 2017, I will provide further information
about the book, the blurb, the author talks and an image of the cover.

Help the Biographical Database of Australia
For the last four years I have been writing and speaking
full-time; however, prior to that I worked as general
editor of the Biographical Database of Australia
(BDA) – and prior to that as project officer for its
previous incarnation, the Australian Biographical and
Genealogical Record.
The BDA project has been the dream of Malcolm
Sainty AM and Keith Johnson AM – both wellknown names in Australian genealogy – for the last
four decades and it went online in 2013. Many of
you with colonial Australian ancestry will already be
subscribers to this non-profit project. For those who
aren’t, you can find more information at: http://
www.bda-online.org.au/.
The purpose of this project – in a nutshell – is to
transcribe records and link different entries for the
same person. Users can pull up a biographical report
for their ancestor, for example, then jump to the
biographical report of his wife, then to a witness to
their marriage, then to an employer, and so on as
the records are gradually linked together.

The BDA project has already uploaded all the
church registers for New South Wales for 17881830. I am currently editing the entries from the
church records for the next decade. As each parish
register is processed, I then link together entries for
the same fathers, for the same mothers, and for the
same children. This is a fascinating exercise and has
led to the long article Why can’t I find my ancestor’s
birth or baptism? commencing on page four.
To keep this non-profit project going, we need
volunteers to data enter the church registers. If
you are interested in helping, you will be sent the
following: a USB/memory stick with the scans of the
pages from the relevant church register, a CD-ROM
with the data entry program, a database with the
root entries, and a couple of instruction sheets. You
can work from home in your own time.
If you would like to volunteer, you can email me
at c_baxter@optusnet.com.au or Malcolm Sainty at
info@bda-online.org.au.
If everyone who can helps, everyone benefits.

Decipher Ink
Although I worked as a transcriber for years, most
of my paid work was for record series from the late
1700s and 1800s. Hobby-wise, I really struggled
with documents from the 1500s and 1600s and
eventually decided it was too hard to be fun.
Occasionally I also struggled with writing from
the 1700s and 1800s – and still do now that I am
processing church register entries again. My go-to
person is always Kate Wingrove.
Kate was employed by the Biographical Database
of Australia as a transcriber and data entry person
and is the best transcriber I have ever encountered.
When I am struggling to transcribe an entry, I
email her an image and she comes back almost
immediately with the transcription (sometimes it is
almost embarrassing how quickly she works it out –
until I look back at the image and think ‘Ugh!’ again).
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Kate is also descended from most of Europe’s kings
and queens and has spent a lot of time researching
her gentry ancestors – which means transcribing
wills and other documents from the 1500s and
1600s. She is exceptionally good at it and is like a dog
with a bone, coming back and back to something
she can’t transcribe until she has deciphered the
writing.
Kate has now set up a business called Decipher
Ink and will transcribe wills and other documents
for a fee. She currently has an introductory offer of
$19.50 per document. Her website: decipherink.
com.au. A hyperlink to her website is included in the
covering email.
If you are struggling to read old documents,
Decipher Ink is your solution. Make the most of this
introductory offer.
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Family History Writing books
What is the worst way to start a family history or biography or article about our ancestor?
Yes, it’s not hard to guess. ‘John Smith was born on ...’ or ‘Mary Smith was the daughter of xx and yy and
was born on ...’
Why? Because its formulaic and boring. It is as if a computer program is churning out lines of text and all
we have to do is stick in the names and dates at the appropriate places. It’s a bit like painting with numbers.
How can we write more interesting family histories? That is the subject of my two books on writing family
histories.
Many of you will have seen – and hopefully read – Writing INTERESTING Family Histories. First published
in 2009, it has recently been updated and republished with a new cover.
For those who are not aware of the book, the blurb says:
Keen to write an engaging family history? Stuck with little more than names and
dates? Uncertain how to begin? Writing INTERESTING Family Histories is a mustread.
With advice ranging from how you can structure a simple family history and begin
writing, through to how you can use simple words and sentences to evoke drama
and tension, this book will help turn your dusty piles of notes and photocopies into
a riveting family history.
It will challenge you to rethink what “facts” truly are. It will show you how to extract
“dialogue” from original records. It will help release your creative writing spirit.
There is no need to fictionalise history to make it interesting! After reading this
book, you too will be able to turn dry facts into exciting narrative.

I wrote the first edition of Writing INTERESTING Family Histories after my first two historical true-crime
thrillers had been published by Allen & Unwin. I wrote the new companion volume, Writing and Publishing
Gripping Family Histories after I had completed my sixth. I had, however, been discussing some of my
ideas in recent seminars. Improving my own writing skills is an ongoing process and I am keen to pass new
knowledge and ideas to family historians who are eager to turn their own research into something they and
others will want to read.
The blurb for Writing and Publishing Gripping Family Histories is as follows:
‘Fact-focused and tedious’ is how the publishing world judges the genre of family
history writing. Yet family histories don’t need to be boring.
Carol Baxter has proven with her internationally-acclaimed popular histories
that history can be ‘as lively and readable as a crime novel’ (The Times, London).
She began the journey of showing genealogists how to transform dry facts into
interesting narrative in Writing Interesting Family Histories. She goes one step
further in the long-awaited companion volume, Writing and Publishing Gripping
Family Histories.
Visualising facts, telling stories, creating tension, enveloping readers in sensory
experiences, and using story boxes to add life to drier narratives are among
the topics covered in this ‘how to’ publication. It also provides editorial tips,
information about publishing options, and self-publishing guidelines.
There is no longer any reason – or excuse – for writing ‘fact-focused and tedious’
family histories. This book shows genealogists how to write gripping family
histories.

So if you are keen to write something ... anything ... that isn’t boring, treat yourself to one or both of these
books. As they are companion volumes, it is best to purchase Writing Interesting Family Histories first or
both of them at the same time (discounts apply) and to read Writing Interesting Family Histories first. Prices
for the single books are found on the back page. See also www.carolbaxter. com for the discount offers.
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Why can’t I find my ancestor’s birth or baptism record?
In Writing Interesting Family Histories, I posed
the question: How did an illiterate person in an
illiterate society know what the date was? I wanted
to challenge readers to think about the accuracy of
information contained in original records. In Help!
Historical and Genealogical Truth: How do I separate
fact from fiction?, I discussed the type of mistakes
found in original records. Now, as I edit entries from
the colonial New South Wales church registers (see
Help the Biographical Database of Australia on page
two), I am stumbling across examples of problems
with original records. That being the case, I decided
to write an article on the subject.
First, though, it is important to remember that
we all make mistakes. No one is immune from this
problem – not our ancestors and not the clerks
who documented the information our ancestors
provided. Recognising that mistakes were made
when records were produced
is critical if we are to accurately
and comprehensively trace our
family histories.
But not all the ‘wrong’
information in a church register
– or other source – is a ‘mistake’.
As I stressed in Help! Why can’t I
find my ancestor’s surname?, the
surname of an illiterate person
does not have a specific spelling.
It is merely a group of sounds
spoken by the illiterate person,
heard by the clerk tasked with writing down the
information, and transformed into a group of letters
based on what the clerk hears, or thinks he hears, and
what knowledge he has stored in his mental lexicon.
For example, the clerk who knew that the sounds
[chum-lee] were spelt Cholmondeley wrote down
that group of twelve letters. However, the clerk who
had never heard of that particular surname wrote
Chumley.
It is important that we understand both the sounds
and the letters of surnames – two distinct categories
of knowledge. I learnt a huge amount about both
while writing Help! Why can’t I find my ancestor’s
surname? and I am making use of that knowledge
while processing the church registers. For example,
who would have thought that William Breslaw and
William Presnal were the same person?
When I speak to researchers about the sounds
and letters of surnames, many say that they have no
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need of such information because their ancestors’
surnames were always spelt the same way, the
obvious way. I usually politely refrain from articulating
my immediate thought: that if the researcher has
only ever found the surname spelt the same way it is
probably because they have missed the entries that
were written differently.
Currently I am processing the baptism registers
as part of the parish register project. When I traced
my own family history (I now use the same skills
to write my historical true-crime thrillers), I would
jot down every baptism entry for anyone with my
surname of interest in the area of interest and group
them into family groups on separate sheets of paper.
Then I would add in the appropriate marriage and
burial entries. Inevitably I would have some left-over
entries; for example, baptism entries for a couple
who seemingly had no other children.
Another important point to
remember is that most married
couples have more than one
child. Think about your own
ancestry. How often do you
descend from a couple who
had only one child? Perhaps
one family in twenty – that is,
five per cent. Yet my first linking
pass with the Sydney Anglican
baptism registers enabled me
to link only about half of the
entries. Clearly I was missing
connections.
Of course, some of the couples would have moved
to Sydney after having children baptised elsewhere,
or moved away from Sydney after having one child,
or moved in and out of Sydney. Sometimes I didn’t
initially identify the parents as being the same couple
because of a spelling difference in the surname: for
example, Hockley being listed as Ockley (adding and
omitting a word-initial ‘H’ is extremely common
for reasons explained in Help! Why can’t I find my
ancestor’s surname?)
Some of the other problems I found are covered
below. Strangely, when I analysed the relevant
entries, I felt like I was back at school doing
simultaneous equations.
Given name issues
The Sydney Anglican registers for 1788-1840 include
four entries for children whose father was listed as
4

Why can’t I find my ancestor’s birth or baptism record?(continued)
John Humpage. Not only is Humpage a rare surname, the white population of New South Wales in the 1820s
and 1830s (those predominantly covered in the church registers) was only 40,000. The four baptisms are as
follows:
1. Joseph born to John Humpage, nailer, and his wife Sarah on 15 June 1828; baptised 7 July 1828.
2. Ann born to John Humpage, dealer, and his wife Sarah on 8 January 1829; baptised 7 February 1830.
3. Ann born to John Humpage, nailmaker, and his wife Ann on 8 January 1830; baptised 11 January 1830.
4. Jane born to John Humpage, nailer, and his wife Sarah on 25 January 1832; baptised February 1832.
From this information, we can determine that:
1. The four births occur within a four-year period suggesting that they relate to the
same family.
2. All four entries refer to the father as John Humpage.
3. Three entries refer to him as a nailer or nailmaker, an unusual occupation.
4. Three entries refer to his wife as Sarah.
5. One entry refers to his occupation as dealer but he was recorded as having a wife
Sarah.
6. One entry refers to his wife as Ann but his occupation was listed as nailmaker.
Therefore we can conclude that:
1. We are dealing with the one family with a father named John Humpage, who was a nailer, and a mother
Sarah.
2. The reference in entry three to the mother as Ann is likely to be an error.
When we look at entry three (the entry that lists the mother as Ann), we notice something extremely
important. The child is also listed as Ann. Repeating the name of the child for that of the same sex parent is
an easy mistake to make. In fact, it is surprisingly common in baptism entries.
Here is another example. Two baptism entries record the following:
1. Richard born on 25 September 1801 to Samuel Pyers and Sarah Johnson.
2. Mary born on 17 November 1803 to Samuel Pym and Mary Johnson.
First, we remember that the population of New South Wales was only a few thousand in the early 1800s.
Then we note that the births are two years apart, that Samuel was an uncommon given name, and that
Pyers or Pym (one is perhaps a mistranscription) is an uncommon surname. The clincher, of course, is the
wife’s surname: Johnson. But is the wife Sarah or Mary? The clue is found in entry two, in the child’s given
name: Mary. Almost certainly the parish clerk incorrectly recorded the mother Sarah as Mary in the second
baptism.
The same problem occurs with the father’s given name. The registers show that Matthew Redrough/
Reddiff/Rederough and his wife Ann had children born in 1818, 1820 and 1822 in Sydney. They also show
that a John Redrough and his wife Ann had a son John born late in 1823 in Sydney. Matthew is an uncommon
given name. Redrough and its variants is a rare surname. And the entry listing the father as John was for the
baptism of a son named John.
These types of mistakes are more obvious when the names are uncommon. However, they happen
whether the surnames and given names are common or uncommon.
Unfortunately, the opposite also occurs – a child’s name being accidentally recorded as that of the same
sex parent – which can make an ancestor almost impossible to find. I suspect this happened with one
of my own ancestor’s. His surname, Douglas, was extremely uncommon in the English county in which
he committed a crime. Interestingly, though, a Douglas family lived in the parish in which the crime was
committed and the parents were having children around the time my ancestor, Thomas Douglas, was born.
The problem is that the parents did not, according to the church records, name a son Thomas. Yet the
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Why can’t I find my ancestor’s birth or baptism record?(continued)
names given to this couple’s children were similar to those my Thomas Douglas gave to his own children
in Australia. My conclusion is that the English couple were almost certainly Thomas’ parents but that his
name was recorded incorrectly in the church register.
If such a mistake occurred with an ancestor’s given name in an area where the surname was common, it
would be almost impossible to identify the correct ancestor. It would also be easy to pick the wrong person
as our ancestor and merrily set off tracing the wrong ancestral line.
Thus, when you are examining entries from a parish register, work with family groups rather than single
entries and try to marry off or bury each member of the various families. If you find that you have, for
example, two children named Thomas born to a father named Thomas but you can’t find a burial for the
first (and perhaps even find that the first child has lived to adulthood), it is possible that this type of parent/
child name duplication has occurred in one of the two baptism entries.
Of course, it is also possible that multiple sons were given the father’s name in order to deal with issues
relating to land tenure, but this tended to occur in the 1500s and 1600s and most genealogist cannot trace
their ancestry back before the 1750s.
Date issues
Errors in the names of parents and children are not the only mistakes found in baptism registers. At the start
of this article I asked you to think about how illiterate parents in illiterate societies knew what the date is.
Well, my conclusion is that many didn’t really know what the date was or had lousy memories.
How did I reach this conclusion?
In the article Help the Biographical Database of Australia, I mentioned that we link together entries for the
same people. As part of this linking process, I regularly encounter entries for children who were baptised
twice. It was easy to link these together when the birth date was the same. What I discovered, though, was
that many of the birth dates were different.
For example, a William Roberts and his wife Elizabeth are recorded as having a number of children born
in Sydney between 1820 and 1836. Occupations were listed in baptism entries from the mid-1820s. In
1828 William was recorded as a jeweller, in 1829 as a victualler, in 1831 as a publican, and in 1836 as a
householder. But the records show a second baptism for the child born in 1836 as follows:
1. Charlotte born 7 July 1836 to William Roberts, householder, and Elizabeth; baptised St Philip’s, Sydney on
11 July 1836.
2. Charlotte Elizabeth born 16 July 1836 to William Roberts, jeweller, and Elizabeth; baptised St Philip’s,
Sydney on 15 March 1840.
Initially I assumed that I was dealing with two different families, particularly as the surname and the given
names of both parents were common. But I had encountered so many duplicate baptisms with different
birth-dates that I looked twice. I noticed that the given name Charlotte was uncommon, that there was only
a week between the two birth dates, and that the occupation jeweller was rare.
It is important to remember that the occupation listed in a baptism was the occupation at the time the
child was baptised not at the time the child was
born (an error many genealogists make).
This means that William could have worked as:
1. A jeweller in 1828 (presumably from a shop or
house);
2. A victualler (food seller probably from a property)
in 1829;
3. A publican (alcohol seller, presumably having
obtained an alcohol licence for his property) in
1831;
4. A householder (presumably renting rooms at his
property to tenants) in 1836; and
5. A jeweller again in 1840.
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Why can’t I find my ancestor’s birth or baptism record?(continued)
These were not mutually exclusive occupations. William could have used his property for a number of
different purposes over the years. So clearly there is a strong possibility that these two baptism entries are
for the same child.
Here is another example. We have a couple John and Elizabeth with the rare surname Rotton. All of the
baptisms listed in the Sydney Anglican registers definitely relate to their children. Two baptisms for a child
named Ann are found, one listed as being born on 17 July 1830 (baptised 28 March 1831), the other listed
as being born on 19 June 1830 (baptised 15 September 1833). Seemingly these entries are for the same
child with different birth dates listed in the different baptism entries. The only other possibility is that the
first child died (but no burial entry has been located) with a second child named Ann being born in 1831 but
having the wrong birth year listed in her baptism entry. Since the second possibility requires two ‘errors’ (a
missing burial and an incorrect birth-year), the first possibility is the most likely.
And Isabella Rowley (rare name), daughter of Thomas and Catherine Rowley (rare combination of names)
was recorded in one baptism entry as being born on 28 September and in the other as being born on 30
September.
I found a surprisingly large number of children who were baptised twice and, of these, a surprisingly large
number had different birth dates.
Let’s look again at the Humpage baptisms:
1. Joseph born to John Humpage, nailer, and his wife Sarah on 15 June 1828, baptised 7 July 1828.
2. Ann born to John Humpage, dealer, and his wife Sarah on 8 January 1829, baptised 7 February 1830.
3. Ann born to John Humpage, nailmaker, and his wife Ann on 8 January 1830, baptised 11 January 1830.
4. Jane born to John Humpage, nailer, and his wife Sarah on 25 January 1832, baptised February 1832.
Note that entries two and three both record the births of a child
named Ann on 8 January, one reportedly born in 1829, the other in
1830. Let’s analyse the entries:
1. If the child Ann was born on 8 January 1829, she was born only
six-and-three-quarter months after the previous child. As most
mothers and obstetricians can attest, two live births so close
together are extremely unlikely.
2. The odds of two children being born a year apart on the same day
are only one in 365/6. The odds that these two children were born
on the same day and were of the same sex and were given the
same names are really slim.
3. If the daughter Ann born in 1829 was baptised on 7 February 1830,
it would indicate that she was still alive at that time. So why would
her parents baptise another child Ann a month earlier on 11 January 1830?
Most likely, Ann was born on 8 January 1830 – eighteen months after the first child – and was baptised
three days later, perhaps in a private baptism ceremony because she was sickly. Her parents seemingly had
her baptised again on 7 February 1830 when she had survived those critical first few weeks and when the
important family members and friends could attend.
What we can conclude from this information is that it is highly unlikely that John and Sarah Humpage had
four children and highly likely that Ann was baptised twice with a mistake being made in her birth date. But
how many armchair genealogists would list the couple as having four children?
Here is another example. Joseph Underwood and his wife Charlotte – a rare name coupling – had a number
of children. Baptism entries include:
1. Elizabeth born 30 April 1807; baptised 20 July 1807.
2. Mary Ann born 29 July 1807; baptised 15 August 1813.
3. Mary Ann born 26 August 1808; baptised 31 August 1808.
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7

Why can’t I find my ancestor’s birth or baptism record?(continued)
4. Joseph and James born 17 May 1810.

Two children named Mary Ann were seemingly born, one in July 1807 (three months after the previous
child) and the other in August 1808. But:
1. Obviously a child born three months after the previous child is impossible (it would be a miscarriage not a
live birth).
2. The child Mary Ann born in 1808 was baptised five days after her birth.
3. The child Mary Ann born in 1807 was baptised six years later.
Clearly the child Mary Ann was born in 1808 and her birth date was incorrectly recorded as 1807 when she
was baptised for the second time in 1813.
Another child born to the same couple was seemingly baptised twice. Baptism entries record that twins
Joseph and James were born on 17 May 1810 and baptised the following day. But the baptism registers also
record the birth of James William on 21 October 1810 and his baptism in 1815. Either James William was the
same person as the child James born on 17 May 1810. Or he was a child whose birth year was incorrectly
recorded as 1810 at his 1815 baptism when it should have been between 1811 and 1814.
So what are the odds of a birth date being recorded incorrectly? I was able to identify 108 double baptisms
out of 9700 baptism entries in the Sydney Anglican registers. These were mostly identified by sorting the
information by the following: birth-year by birth-month by birth-day by surname and having the computer
indicate if two consecutive surnames were identical. If the surnames were not identical (for example, How
and Howe), these double baptisms might not have been identified in the linking process.
Another eleven entries were double baptisms but recorded a different birth date. Some dates were only
a day or two apart, some a few weeks apart, some a year apart. Double baptisms with different dates are
much harder to identify so there are likely to be more than eleven. Nonetheless, this generates the simple
statistic that one in ten of the double baptisms listed an incorrect birth-date. Since there is no reason to
think that one entry of a double baptism is any more or less likely to be inaccurate, this raises the possibility
that at least ten cent of all baptisms list an incorrect birth-date.
Let me repeat: it is possible that at least ten percent of all the birth dates listed in our ancestral charts are
wrong!
Some errors are difficult to work out. John Herbert and Hannah Bolton reportedly had a daughter Elizabeth
born 27 September 1799 baptised 1805, and a daughter Jemima born 19 September 1799 baptised 1806.
These are clearly children born to the same parents (remember there were only a few thousand people in
the colony at the time). One entry is clearly wrong. It is impossible to tell which is which from the information
contained in the register but it is likely that the year of birth – at the very least – is recorded wrongly in one
of the baptism entries.
More name problems
I also noticed with the double baptisms that the names of the children were sometimes recorded differently.
For example, John Lloyd Smith, a butcher, and his wife Mary Ann had a son baptised twice, the first time
named Lloyd, the second time named Robert Lloyd. Often a middle name was added or subtracted in the
second baptism.
Here is another problem. Two children named Sarah were born on 15 July 1805 both with a mother
named Catherine How/Howe. The child’s father was listed as Francis Howe in one entry and as Thomas How
in the other. There were only a few thousand people in colony at that time. A few other children were born
to a couple named Francis and Catherine How(e). However, no other children were born to Thomas and
Catherine How(e). We can be almost certain that this is a double baptism for the same child.
Clearly we are dealing with three different given names in this entry so this is not an instance of given
name duplication. It merely indicates that the father’s name was recorded wrongly. And since we have
no reason for thinking that the father’s given name is any more likely to be recorded wrongly than any
other part of the baptism entry, the conclusion we must reach is that any part of a baptism entry could be
recorded wrongly at any time.
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Why can’t I find my ancestor’s birth or baptism record?(continued)
And there is more. Has it ever occurred to you that your ancestor might change the name of his or her child
after its birth or baptism registration? Louisa Collins, the protagonist of my book Black Widow, registered
her youngest child’s name as William on his birth certificate but listed his name at death as John. Presumably
she decided to call him John instead of William after his birth had been registered.
Here is a bizarre problem. In the nearly 10,000 baptism entries recorded in my BDA baptisms database for
the two Sydney Anglican parishes for the half-century from 1788 to 1841, there are only four entries for a
mother named Eleanor Cooper (or other spelling variations). The first two are as follows:
1. Rebecca born 7 April 1810 (baptised 30 April 1810) to Richard Siddons and Eleanor Cooper.
2. Jane born 7 April 1810 (baptised 2 June 1811) to Christopher Flood and Eleanor Cooper.
It is noteworthy that these two seemingly different girls were born on the same day and had a mother
with the same name, a name that was uncommon at the time. I can’t help wondering if these were separate
baptisms for the same child. Alternatively, the second child was born in 1811 and the mother confused the
birth dates for her two daughters.
The only other baptisms for children born to an Eleanor Cooper were seemingly double baptisms for a boy
born in 1812, apparently to a different Eleanor Cooper – a married woman (with one entry listing the father
as Robert and the other as George).
Summary
Why can’t I find my ancestor’s birth or baptism?
If you ever thought baptism entries were simple, this article should change your mind. The many problems
described in this article no doubt explain why some of our ancestors’ birth or baptism entries will, sadly, be
almost impossible to find.

Free books
With two more books published, I have a give-away again.
I initially thought I would give the two books to the same
person but decided that it would be better if two individuals
benefitted.
If the following people would like to contact me by the
end of 2016, they will get a book each. The first person to
email gets the choice of which book they would like:
Lisa Bensley (with a bigpond email address)
Judith Lydeamore (also with a bigpond address)

History Detective 4/1 Copyright Carol Baxter 2016

9

About the author
Carol Baxter is the awardwinning author of five works of
narrative non-fiction (otherwise
referred to as ‘true-crime
thrillers’), of which four were
published by Allen & Unwin: An
Irresistible Temptation (2006),
Breaking the Bank (2008),
Captain Thunderbolt and His
Lady (2011), and Black Widow:
the true story of Australia’s
first female serial killer (2015).
Carol’s fourth book, The
Peculiar Case of the Electric
Constable, was published by
Britain’s Oneworld in 2013,
receiving critical acclaim from
the mainstream media in
Britain, America, Canada and
Australia. Her sixth book, The
Fabulous Flying Mrs Miller, will
be published in 2017.
Carol has also written four
genealogical ‘how to’ books:
Writing INTERESTING Family
Histories, Writing and Publishing
Gripping Family Histories, Help!
Historical and Genealogical
Truth: How do I separate fact
from fiction? and Help! Why
can’t I find my ancestor’s
surname? She has also
published some genealogical
‘cheat sheets’ and has more
publications in the pipeline.
Carol is an adjunct lecturer at
the University of New England
(NSW), a Fellow of the Society of
Australian Genealogists, and has
edited many volumes of early
Australian records.

History Detective Shop
With so many publications now available, I decided that it would be
a good idea to have a page devoted to them in my newsletter (they
help pay the mortgage!). All of these items are accessible via my
website and postage details (where applicable) are also detailed on
the website.

www.carolbaxter.com

Item

RRP

Web

Help! Historical & Genealogical Truth
Help! Historical Truth “Cheat Sheet”
Two-item package

$22.00
$7.50
$29.50

$20.00
$6.00
$24.00

Help! How do I find my ancestor’s surname?
Help! Surnames “Cheat sheet”
Two-item package

$27.50
$7.50
$35.00

$25.50
$6.00
$29.90

Writing Interesting Family Histories
$22.00
Writing and Publishing Gripping Family Histories $22.00

$20.00
$20.00

Genealogical ‘how to’ publications

Unlock the Past Publications
Guide to Convict Transportation Lists: Both
- Part 1: 1788-1800
- Part 2: 1801-1812

$26.00
$14.00
$12.00

$22.00
$13.00
$11.00

Online seminars

<http://www.thehistorydetective.org/surnames.html>
Surnames as sounds: consonants
$US 4.99
Distortions in surname beginnings
$US 4.99
‘Mc’ surnames
$US 4.99
Meaningfulness
Free

Historical ‘true crime’ thrillers
Black Widow
The Peculiar Case of the Electric Constable
Captain Thunderbolt and his Lady
Breaking the Bank
An Irresistible Temptation

$30.00
$30.00
$33.00
$35.00
$27.00

$27.00
$27.00
$30.00
$32.00
$25.00

The History Detective bids you good researching, writing, and reading.

© Carol Baxter 2016
www.carolbaxter.com
c_baxter@optusnet.com.au
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