History Detective
Last month saw the first Unlock the Past genealogy cruise for the year, with cruisers travelling to
a number of Australian ports as they benefitted
from the wisdom of both local and international
speakers. Later this year, Unlock the Past goes
‘international’ – so to speak – as it leaves the
South Pacific and ventures into the Atlantic.
Genealogists who enjoy cruising should keep an
eye on the website (see below) for news about
future cruises. You may even get the opportunity
to hear me speak on one of them. Meanwhile,
for landlubbers, some of my genealogy speaking
engagements for the year are listed below,

1 March 2014
Volume 2, Issue 2

Inside this issue
Rave Reviews……..……...2
‘How to’ books……..……..2
Words to the Wise ……....3
History Hints……..……....3
Research Overview..…....3
History Hints……………...4

Dates for your diary
Podcast: Genealogy Professional – Interview with Carol Baxter
Date & time: Released by midday Monday, 3 March 2014, Boston time; available early
Tuesday, 4 March, in Australia
Place: www.thegenealogyprofessional.com
Organiser: Marian Pierre-Louis of Boston, USA
Topic: Marian interviews professional genealogists with a view to finding out the secrets
of their success so as to help others interested in the genealogy profession.
Seminar: Writing Interesting Family Histories
Date & time: Wednesday, 19 March 2014, 6pm for 6.30pm (2 hours duration)
Place: Hornsby Library, 28-44 George Street, Sydney (near Hornsby railway station)
Organiser: Hornsby Library
Attendance fee: $7
Booking details: Online (google: hornsby library carol baxter), or phone 9847 6614 or email
library@hornsby.nsw.gov.au.
Topic: This seminar aims to help genealogists transform dry facts into exciting narrative.
Two-day Seminar: How to become a skilled historical detective and
writer
Date: Friday & Saturday, 9-10 May 2014, 9am–4.30pm
Place: North Adelaide Football Club, Menzies Crescent, Prospect (5kms north of Adelaide)
Organiser: Unlock the Past (www.unlockthepast.com.au)
Attendance fee: $89.50 for both days; $59.50 for a single day

The third-rate mind is
only happy when it is
thinking with the
majority. The secondrate mind is only happy
when it is thinking with
the minority. The firstrate mind is only happy
when it is thinking.
A. A. Milne
(1882-1956)

Booking details: www.unlockthepast.com.au/events/research-and-writing-history-seminar
or phone (08) 8395 7476 or email inquiries@unlockthepast.com.au.
Topic: Details are provided on the website or in November 2013 issue of the History
Detective newsletter under ‘Wentworth talks’.
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Rave Reviews:

‘How to’ book: Surnames

How Surnames Began

Since I have just reviewed a book on surnames, I
thought I’d mention that among my ‘how to’ projects
this year is a book on surnames. Its current working
title is:

I discovered this little gem a long time ago when I was
exploring the origins of all my ancestral surnames. First
published in 1967, this book by Constance M. Matthews is
targeted at the young adult market – as is evident from the
pen-and-ink illustrations – but that doesn’t detract from it.
Not at all. In order to make the subject interesting and easy
to understand for this younger market, it tells the story of
English surnames from the perspective of the environment
in which they developed. Here are some of the chapter
titles:
2. Village craftsmen
3. Tradesmen in Towns
4. The Manor
5. The Church
7. Human appearance
8. Human behaviour
11. Familiar Christian names
12. Biblical characters
14. Women’s names
17. The countryside
18. Nationalities
We shouldn’t ignore our ancestors’ surnames. They are
the quintessence of family history research. Imagine trying
to research our family history if our ancestors didn’t have
surnames?
Also, when writing our family histories, we should try to
paint a picture of our ancestors’ world around the time that
the progenitor of our surname line acquired his or her
surname. Of course, few of us will be able to trace our
ancestry back to the pre-1500 period so, as surnames were
established prior to that time, it is unlikely that we will ever
be able to identify this particular person. However, that
doesn’t stop us providing a picture of the world in which
the surname itself was born. This book is a wonderful
source for that type of information.
I found the book in my local library but when I tried to
borrow it again a long time later, it had disappeared from
the catalogue – no doubt culled at some point because of
lack of use. Fortunately I could remember the title. Thanks
to the internet, I was able to get a second-hand copy. A
second edition was published in 2007 and copies are
available from Amazon. Clearly, others have found it a gem
as well.

Help!
Why can’t I find my ancestor’s
surname?
Everything we need (and don’t need) to
know about British surnames

This book will draw upon the knowledge I acquired
during my (otherwise useless) linguistic studies at
university, during my years as a professional transcriber, and through my work on the prosopography
project, the Biographical Database of Australia. (To
clarify, prosopography refers to the study of a
collection of persons or characters).
There are many reasons why we can’t find our
ancestors’ surnames. Essentially they can be categorised as involving problems with:
1. Mispronunciation
2. Mishearing
3. Miswriting/‘misspelling’
4. Misreading/mis-transcribing
5. Mis-indexing
7. Mis-coding (in relation to ‘phonetic style’
groupings)
Often when we do find a strange spelling of our
ancestor’s surname, our response is: ‘Wow! That is so
random’ (to use the slang expression). In fact, it isn’t
random at all. Generally, there will be a good reason,
linguistically or transcriptionally, as to why our
surname of interest ended up being written that way.
If we understand these linguistic and transcriptional
principles and practices, we will have a better chance
of finding our ancestors’ entries.
My aim is to launch the book at the Australian
Congress on Genealogy and Heraldry in Canberra late
in March 2015. I’ve been booked to give at talk at the
conference on the subject of surnames.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------‘How to’ book: Evidence-analysis
In attempting to keep book prices down, I’ve determined that it is
cheaper to print two ‘how to’ books at the same time. That being
the case, I will delay publication of the evidence-analysis book
until later in the year – after I have written a second ‘how to’ book
(one is already half-way there). Meanwhile, Stephen Ehat helped
me choose a better title:

Help!
History and Genealogical Truth:
How to separate fact from fantasy
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Words to the Wise:
Financial Nuances
A newsletter reader, Graham McDonald, has written to me
asking how I would tackle numbers when dealing with
financial matters. Do I list the full details of pounds, shillings
and pence or round the information?
It comes back to whether we are documenting facts or
writing prose. As readers of Writing Interesting Family
Histories know, I strongly recommend that we include
annotated timelines in our family history publications, one
for each person being researched in depth, which note all
the facts and source-references. These allow us to omit dry
details from the narrative.
That being the case, I would include the full details in the
relevant timeline entry (or in our genealogical
programmes), but I would round the figure in a family
history. So, if the estate was valued at £98 10s 3d, I would
put the exact figure in the timeline entry but note that ‘the
estate was worth £98’ – or even ‘… just under £100’ – in the
family history. The number £100 is easier to read and
comprehend than £98 10s 3d.
Remember, we should be aiming at making
our family histories or other writing readable,
which I’ll discuss further in the companion
volume I am producing called Publishing
Interesting Family Histories.

History Hints: Monetary Value
Graham McDonald also asked whether we should provide a
current value (eg. around $50,000 in 2014) to help readers
understand the value of whatever historical sum we are
discussing in view of the fact that monetary value changes
over time. This is a really good question, one I had to deal
with when I wrote Breaking the Bank.
As we all know, monetary value is relative. However, I
had no idea how relative it really was until I used some
conversion websites. When I typed in the amount of the

robbery haul (£14,000), the then UK estimate varied
immensely: $2.4 million using the Retail Price Index (RPI;
the ‘basket of goodies’ conversion); $26 million for the
wages conversion; and $89 million for the GDP (gross
domestic product) conversion.
The sum of £14,000 was huge in 1828, with only a
handful of individuals having assets of that value. Today,
many Australians have properties and businesses worth
$2.4 million, so the RPI didn’t seem a true reflection of the
booty’s worth. Since the robbers stole the money rather
than earned it, the wages conversion seemed more
representative.
However, a book that ‘valued’ Australia’s richest people
(William Rubenstein, The All-Time Australian 200 Rich List,
Allen & Unwin, 2004) estimated that £14,000 in 1828 was
the equivalent of $6 billion today. Moreover, a friend who
worked in the financial industry told me that $20 million
(my loose Australian estimate for the robbery proceeds)
would not break a bank today whereas $6 billion would.
Accordingly, he thought that the $6 billion figure was a
better reflection of the booty’s worth when the robbery’s
impact was considered.
Clearly, estimating current worth is problematic
in the extreme. Not only will the figure you provide
be out of date within a short period (and
remember that share markets and property prices
don’t just go up; they go down as well), it is unlikely
to be a true reflection of worth anyway. That being
the case, be particularly careful if you decide to offer such a
conversion. A really simple conversion technique, one that I
used to make my $20 million estimate for the robbery haul,
was to work out the average wage both then and now and
to use the difference to estimate what £14,000 would be
worth today. Or you could value property or goods or other
items in the same way. Alternatively, you could use a simile
or other form of description to communicate worth in
terms that make sense. For example, ‘It was as valuable
then as the Crown Jewels are today.’

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Research Overview
Genealogists are mainly searching for single entries in
whatever record series they are examining. Accordingly, the
beam from their historical detective helmet-light is narrow
and intensely focused. This type of research can be called
‘bottom-up’ research.
The beam from an historian’s helmet-light tends to be
broader, covering a much wider terrain. For example, while
a genealogist may research an individual living in a
particular town, an historian may research the town itself,
historically, socially and politically, providing cameos about
the influential individuals. Or, covering an even broader
terrain, an historian like Graham Seal explores outlaw hero
legends from all over the world, looking for patterns in
outlaw behaviour and in the community’s response to
outlaws, and he uses specific outlaws as his examples. This
broader type of research can be called ‘top-down’ research.
Naturally, the two types of research complement each
other. When undertaking ‘top-down’ research, most

historians cannot focus as intensely on a particular individual as genealogists can. And for ‘bottom-up’ researchers,
the insights gained from ‘top-down’ research can also be
extremely helpful – for example, in terms of the background history of a town in which their ancestor lived.
Additionally, ‘top-down researchers’ may discover information about genealogists’ ancestors in references to other
people they are researching, the type of information that
genealogists would be unlikely to discover because of their
narrower focus.
So why am I discussing this? In the December 2013 issue
of History Detective, I discussed military research, namely
information about British military regiments found in the
Historical Registers published around the year 1850. In
further military research articles, including the one on the
next page, I will discuss the insights I gained from some
‘top-down research’ involving British infantry regiments.
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History Hints: Muster Rolls and Pay Lists 1
I am not an expert in military history so I
would never write a ‘how to’ book on the
subject. However, as part of my job as
General Editor of the Biographical Database
of Australia, I processed entries for all
soldiers serving in a couple of British
regiments that were stationed in New South
Wales during the early colonial period. In
doing so, I learnt a lot about how the military
machine worked in a bureaucratic sense. I
also discovered information of relevance to genealogists
who are tracing British soldiers in the late 1700s/early
1800s. In particular, I learnt that a blank line can provide
some extremely useful information.
Muster Rolls and Pay Lists series
Soldiering was a paid job, so the military bureaucracy
needed to know where soldiers were stationed and what
they were doing in order to pay them. Accordingly, one of
the most important record series for genealogists is the
‘Commissary General of Musters Office and successors:
General Muster Books and Pay Lists’, hereafter called the
‘pay lists’. For the infantry and cavalry, for example, these
have survived for the years c1730-1878 and are located in
the War Office series WO 12 stored at The National
Archives, Kew, London.
As part of the Australian Joint Copying Project (AJCP),
microfilm copies were made of the pay lists for the
regiments that served in Australia, although the microfilm

copies only cover the years of the regiment’s service in
Australia. These are stored at the National Library,
Canberra, and the Mitchell Library, Sydney (ask for the AJCP
handbook on military records). Sometimes, those filming
the pay lists omitted the first and last quarterly periods of a
regiment’s service in Australia, those that covered the regiment’s voyage to Australia and its departure some years
later. This is unfortunate as these musters sometimes
recorded the names of the soldiers’ ships of arrival and
departure. However the original registers are still accessible
at Kew.
Standard pro-forma sheets were used to record the
necessary details for the rank-and-file – that is, sergeants,
corporals, privates and drummers – with each rank grouped
separately in order of seniority. The design of these sheets
changed every so often, as is the case with all bureaucratic
paperwork, and the new registers gradually filtered through
to the regiments.
Seventy-third Regiment of Foot
The image below is from a muster and pay list for privates
rd
serving with the 73 regiment between 25 December 1808
and 24 March 1809. It isn’t the whole page of the register
as it cuts off three narrow columns at the left-hand side of
the page (these will be displayed and discussed in another
newsletter) and also a bit of the margin at the right. Still, it
shows most of the information that was recorded on a
single page.
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History Hints: British Military Muster Rolls and Pay Lists 1 (cont’d)
Names
The first column on the previous page’s image records the privates’ names in
alphabetical order. Occasionally the muster clerk forgot to add an entry, in which
case the name may appear a few lines below (possibly with an asterisk or other
notation to signify where the entry can be found) or perhaps at the bottom of the
entire list for that rank.
If two men with the same name had the same rank, some identifying information
was usually included, for example, birth-place and/or occupation (see entries 80 to
82 to the right). Sometimes, the clerks mixed up the entries for soldiers with the
same name, recording say, that one soldier was stationed in Tasmania during a
certain quarterly muster, but in Norfolk Island during the preceding and following
quarterly musters. To the uninitiated, this might seem as if the soldier was travelling
backwards and forwards between the two
locations; however, it should ring a warning
About the author
bell, one that says ‘Isn’t it a bit too
convenient that the transfer occurred right
Carol Baxter is the
at the beginning and end of a quarterly
award-winning author
of
four
works
of
muster?’ Heed that warning bell. Check the
narrative non-fiction.
neighbouring entries. Sometimes the
Three were published
confusion occurred because two men had
by Allen & Unwin: An
the same name; sometimes the clerk just
Irresistible
Temptatmade an error.
ion (2006), Breaking
When a soldier was promoted or
the Bank (2008), and
demoted during a muster period he was
Captain
Thunderbolt
often included in the lists for both ranks,
and his Lady (2011).
sometimes in the correct alphabetical
Allen & Unwin will also
position, sometimes near the end of the ‘new’ list. Check both lists. More information
publish The Lucretia
may be recorded in one list than in the other.
Borgia of Botany Bay
Sometimes you might be unable to find your soldier’s name in one quarterly muster.
in 2015. Her fourth
When the microfilm team filmed these landscape-style registers, they did not unbind
book,
The
Peculiar
them. As many registers were tightly bound, the information in the gutter (the inside
Case of the Electric
part of the spine) cannot be seen in the resulting microfilm pages. If you look at the
Constable, was pubentries above, you can see that the entry numbers start at 59 and continue to 69 then
lished
by
Britain’s
jump to 73. Your entry might be one of those three hidden entries.
Oneworld
in
2013,
The alphabetical nature of the entries will help you determine if your soldier’s entry is
receiving acclaim from
hidden in the gutter. Compare the problematic list with the lists for the preceding and
the mainstream media
following quarterly periods, focusing on the entries that surrounded your soldier’s. If no
in Britain, America,
one with a similar surname joined or departed during that period (either via
Canada and Australia.
promotion/demotion, recruitment, transfer, death or desertion), the same names
Carol
has
also
should be recorded in the same order. If the same five consecutive names appear in the
written a genealogical
preceding or following lists, but the middle three are in the ‘hidden’ section in the
‘how to’ book called
problematic list, you can be as certain as it’s possible to be that your ancestor’s name
Writing INTERESTING
was one of the three hidden by the gutter.
Family Histories, and
This history hint will continue in the next newsletter.
has more ‘how to’
--------------------------------------------------------------------------books in the pipeline.
Carol is an adjunct
FAREWELL
lecturer at the University of New England
Until the next issue, the History Detective bids you good researching, writing,
(NSW), a Fellow of the
and reading.
Society of Australian
© Carol Baxter 2014
Genealogists, and has
edited
many
early
Australian records.
www.carolbaxter.com
c_baxter@optusnet.com.au
A big thank-you to Stephen Ehat for proofreading the newsletter and for his
suggested amendments.
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